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General store 108 and still going

By DaLe Fry
HieHLAND LAKES NEWSPAPERS

If you're ever in Castell, located some
18 miles west of Llano, a visit to the old
Castell General Store is a must. It’s a
charming old wooden building that’s been
around for years and still dispenses all
kinds of wares to local citizens, tourists
and ranchers.

After a career of hobnobbing with big
business in Houston, rubbing shoulders
with state politicians and having a say on
the local political scene, Randy Leifeste,
present leasee of the store and formerly
of Horseshoe Bay, began to feel the lure
of the quiet life. And so, in 2001, he de-
cided to return to his roots in Castell and
to reap the benefits of a simple life on
the Llano River.

He leased the old store from owner Dale
Vierus in March 2002, opened a feed store
in one side and settled in for.the long haul.

The Castell General Store is just what
its name implies, a real honest-to-goodness
general store offering all kinds of stuff:
everything from soda pop and packaged
treats to canned goods, lunch meats, toilet-
ries, detergents, beer — you name it.

It’s also a museum of sorts. An area in
this wooden building (with its high wooden
ceiling and hanging pull-string light bulbs)
displays a variety of original arts and crafts

for sale by local venders, Some bring in
early Texas relics such as an iron apple
peeler, circa 1898. One woman displays
a colorful collection of rocks: geodes and
other oddities of the geological world. The
list goes on.

In addition to these various and sundry
wares, Leifeste has kayaks for rent, offers
good stick-to-the-ribs barbecue, slow-
cooked to perfection in a cooker located
in the yard on one side of the building,
and he can point you to fly fishing spot
(see page 11).

“I weigh each serving by hand to make
sure the customer gets plenty for the
price,” he says with a grin. “If it fecls like
more’n a pound, [ just go ahead and sell
it as a pound.”

Where else could you get such neigh-
borly service than at the general store in
Castell, population a whopping 13 (eight
souls in the “downtown” area and five on

So]l for many years. After his parents died,
Willard kept the business going, changing
the name to Dalchau Store. '

At some unknown date, the store even-
tually became known simply as the Castell
General Store, a name more fitting its early
T_'exas architecture, and the rustic rural set-
ting in which it has sat for 108 years.

) To get there, take CR 152 (Main Street
in downtown Llano) west for 18 scenic

miles. The store is on your right. Can’t
miss it.

Stop in and chat with Randy for a spell;
enjoy a relaxing visit to bygone days, enjoy
his good barbecue — and don’t forget to tell
him you want to see his special performing
rooster, “Cockadoodle,” who reigns over
the fecd store and is really the star of the
whole production. You can reach him at
325-247-4100.

the other side of the river via the low-water [

crossing)?

Theodore Bulcholz built the present Cas- &2

tell General Store in “about” 1898, He later
sald it to William Hony, who operated it
for several years. Hony sold it to Mr. and
Mrs. W.F. Dalchau and their partners, Mr.
and Mrs. Amzy Keyser, who named it the
Dalchau and Keyser Store. When Keyser
died, Dalchau bought his interest and he
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and his son, Willard, ran it as Dalchau and The old Caste!l general store has been around since 1898,
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CASTELL COMMUNITY WAS NAMED FOR A
GERMAN NOBLEMAN

The early settlement of Castell was made, of course, by German
families. These German families liver frugally and they spent days
of endless toil, privations, hardships and even at times, hunger
and near starvation. Hard work became thelr creed.

The names Leifests, Oastrich, Honig, Hoffman, Miller, Durst,
Grote, Jordan, Lange, Grenwelge, Kowierschks, O%to, Schmidt, Bauer,
Schuessler, Bader, Keyser, Buccholz, Bode, Kassel, Donop, Birk,
Holtzer, Winkel, ﬁalmig, and others have been closely identified
with the Castsell section and each family has played an important

.role in the bwilding of the community.

Only a few of the first dwellings are still standing intact,but
gqeite a few of the eld homesteads have been modernized and a desc-
endant lives in each. Many rail cowpens stand, and also miles and
miles of carefully made rock fences. There are still a few crumbl-

4ng log houses around. Inside the modern homes are much of the old

.iques.

fashioned furniture, family photographs, marriage and baptismal
esrtificate in ornate frames, as well as ather heiriooms and ant-

Some of the older comers like Vasterling went back to Frederl-
cksburg and peturned later. The land granted to them was allotted

en the sectioné Single men got 160 acres and married men got 320

‘acres., Ludwig

chneider's land grant was on the Colorado River

‘¢close to Buchannan Dam, but since he did not want to 1live so far

‘from his friends, he bought four acres from the Henry Vasterlings

and made that his home. The old Schneider homestead a few mlles
East of Castell owned by the Henry Schneilder.family still stands
and 1is wsed as a corn crib and other feed. It was bwilt of logs
and is said to be the oldest houwse still standing in Castell.

The site of the first settlement north of the Llano River,three

‘o7 four miles east of present Castell is the Leiningen Community,

1

t

and the Oestreichs were the first settlers in lLeiningen. Fritz
Osstreich is the father of Christian Oestreich who is said to be

'the first white ehild born in Llano County. He was born Aug. 2nd.

1855 at the 01d Osatriech homestead, Mrs. Oestriech was a half

sister to Ludwig Schneilder.,

Mr. and Mrs, Oestriech milked many, many cows and became engaged

.in cheese-making. They milked anywhere from 40 to 75 cows, and
.8ince there ware no tences% the children minded the cows all day
e

and kept the calves seperated from the cows. Milking was a long
tedious task and the parents and children always helped, usually

-atoring the milk in the "Spring House" TO KEEP IT COOL.When the
ichease was made, 1t was taken in large quantities by ox wagon to

‘Austin and sold. The trip took fully two weeks. It was always a .~
great Jjoy te get to go along.
Another profitable means of livelihood in the German settlement

: was making and selling bacon, Hogs were raised on open range in

large herds, killed, scraped, dressed and cured and sent by ox
wagon to Austin, Georgetown and other places to be sold or traded
for needed swpplies,
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Christian Oestraich Pre-emped 80 acres of land and bought 80 acres
from Baders at $1.00 per acre and pald $1%0.00 to get a log house
built. He bwilt the first fence on the north side of the river in
that section. He at one time sold 320 acres of land for a quars of
whiskey., To day the same land has been appraised at $100.00 an acre |

The late Charles Lehmberg Sr. a well known cattleman and trall
driver was the first person to settle on the Scuth side of the
Llans River, the town of Castell having had its beginning with the
earlier settlements on the North side several miles east of the
present town, at leiningen, and ulnos% direectly across the river
where the Leifestes locatsed, a pertion of this latter plaee now
being just across the Mason County line.lehmberg came from Gsrmany
and ran the first store and postoffice on the South side of the
yiver at a point about one mile down the river from the present
loecatien,

Emil Krevitz is sepposed te have had the flrst pestoffice en the
Nerth side. Lehmberg traveled te Amstin in ox wagon for smpplies
for his store. A school was copdueted at one time in a reom of his
hems. Krevitz beught cattle in the Castell and Llano Cemmunity and
drove them wp the trail. On ene eccasion, e was driving cattle wp
the trall and as he was branding cattle up abeve Mason, a wild
herse kicked him im the head ultimately causing his death.

Theodore Buccholtz came te Castell from Fredericksburg in 1881
and beught the Lehmberg store, moving 1t up the river to the pres-
ent place., This stere was eventually seld to Dalcham and Keyser,
and the old stere 1s still standing te-day. Although the store has
sold and is closed 1t holds many memerias.

The Llane River at Castell, which 1s now spanned by a geod bril-
dge although others have washed away, was cressed in the early days
by ferding it in wagoni or om herseback just below where the presant
bridge is loeated. Many oldtimers tell of the big rises they have
sgen in the river, and even the ysunger generations well remembsT
the awful flood of 1935 when all the timber as well as the livest-
ock and bridges were washed away.

A bplacksmith shop was always at Castell, Gustav Begusch eperated
ena on the bank of the river some time, Anether early day black-
smith shop eight miles down the river, was that of Gorfrled Bader
who cut the tree's for his heme while his wife gatheoryed sage grass
feoy the roof. He and his wife alse had the bulsness of cheese mak-
img, and he took hls cheaese te Galveston and Heusten to sell.

ﬁoarly all of these German familles were on the verge of starv-
ation for lack of meney, while others of means eould find nothling
in the way of food te buy. Wild game and fish were plentiful, but
bread was a great prablem, Gardening was unknewn. For a time geve-
rnmant troops were camped en the Llane River near Castell while
cutting wild hay for their horses, and the German Families living
close gashered corn off ef the ground where the herses had beer
fed and ground it for wuse,

A cyude mill, described as belonging to Adam Schmidt seems to be
typical ef these of other settlers. The contraptien was nalled to a
tree, taking two people to turn it. The little wheel did its best
but iha Beal was very coarse,

In the first years of the early German settlements, it was nec-
essary to travel to Indlanola for swpplies; five or six wagons
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usally made the trip together for protection, and it often took
as long as three months to get back home with the muwch-needed
sapplies.

After a store was established at Castell, seme of the settlers
made 4 living freighting swpplies. 4 typicai diseription of 1ife
in the early days for some is this: The father went off te split
rails in erder te earn money, leaving his famlly te share as best
they could on thelr meager swupplies.

Oz smeh case was the Baders and the Steeles. The women agreed
they wowld divide what little bread they had, tThen both of them
world starve tegether. They gathered tender weeds and cooked them.
On eme occasior Mrs. Bader became extremely Ill as one of the '
weeds was polsoneous,

Families hardpressed for ecrnmeal for making bread, often wsed
their limited funds to buwy whiskey to trade with the soldiers
passing er camped nearby fer corn. Clethes in theose days were of
the simplest kind. The eldest residents tell that they wore smits
of deer skins. Many an old timer related that they were 12.or 13
years of age before having a pair of real shees. Ludwlg Schneider
wes a ploneer eobbler imn these parts, and Richter wko had been an
officer in the German Army made the shoes often.

The Indians around Castell area were at first friendly. Some
accomnts related,the Indlens visited and often leooked inte the
1ittle picketfenced school down the river, and even exchanged gifts
of food and helped the settlers get estabiished and they were esp-
ecially helpful in getting settlers across the swollen river. Acc-
eunts have i1t that the early-day ministers weuld never have been
able te get to the ether side if it bad not been for the Indlans.
This friendliness 1s believed te be dme to the treaty made with
them by Baren John Meuwsebach.

The fact that they went on the warpath in later years was attr-
ibuted to the treatment they received at the hands of the white
settlers, The Indians came to resent the uwswrpatien of their land
by the invadisg Germans and became angry when they began hunting
ieer and other wild game, which they thowght belenged rightfully

e them.

The Whites and friendly Indians traded tegether for a time. The
latter had blankets and trinkets which they wowld trade to the
German Residents for something to eat. They wanted "sweets" more
than anything.The Whites begen mistreating them and beating them
in trades,until the Indiams went en the warpath.
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Castell Religlous Life.

The rcligicus life of the pioneerc is aa mich a part cf thc scttlcmcnt
and ia as sacred as any of thelir ramily traditions and hcritngca.

M:ny of the German cmigrants remainod true to thcir Lutheran raith, some
were Catholle, but many tramsferred their faith to the Methodist Churche
Tho first established church at Gastell was the Nethodist: This cﬁ&rch
was offlclally established March 8, 1856, by thc-iatc Rev. Gharlcs A. Grctc,
who in 1852 began making trips from hia Ghurch at Frcdericksburg to the
settlements along the Llano River such as Castell, Lcwer and Upper Willow
Creck and Beaver Creek. Services were at f;fst'hcld in hoﬁcc or ucderlliﬁc

ook trees. The first church building was bullt in 1é71. :

-

-

Accordimg to the accounty by Pcter Moehling in his "Rciscakitze ) &
ploneer by the namc'of/gﬂgzlé;eachcd tc a ‘=mmall gathcring of pcoplc undcr a
tree and this wcc the first rcligious mccting of any kinds

The Llano clrcult was organized Hcrch 8, 1856, and church was-held
under the Lcifcstc Livcock trcc until 1871 whcn thc pccflc decldcd tc build
a churche There were 63 menbers cf the church. _ o

Three men donated ten acrcs cf lond on, the couth sidc of the river
for a church and parsonage. The pickcts of Which 1t was built wore cut at
Fly Gap, about 14 miles ncrth of Castell nnd hauled by ox teamse. The .
fricndly Indians oftcn came and listened tc acrviccs nt this pickct church.

.The church was ovcntually tcrn dcwn, 5O acres of 1and was bought and
used for parsonage and.church, and pccplc'a Sunday hcuaca grew up end dotted
the propertg---houses of pccplc who livcd too far away tc go home between *
acrviccs. Thia toc, was changcd, and the presant church which has also

been prcpcrly rcmcdclcd took its plccc-_ T e _ e
The membcra did not have mcncy tc givc fcr thc church, but thcy gava
gcncrcusly of their time and lcbor. Linistera' salarica were small. One

record shows thnt the salary was $9‘ccch quarter,



Castoll Rellrious Life #2

The firet migsionary aociaty was drganizad 1n thia aocticn. Paoplu '
had littlo money, so. they dcnated oattle to the missionary band.- A elmple
but definite contract govorqed the management rf this herd. The proooeda n
wero put 11to the misslcnary fund -of the church._ The paator‘a farily waa
aglso supplied with mllk and butter from this herd. ?his herd fipurdd 1n ﬁhe'
marking and brendg in the county; at any rate, 1t wab the first of its
kind in thls arcae Ths mark of the herd was a crop, twn aplitq and.undefbit ,
in tho richt ear, and tho brand wag MV, standing for Eission Verein, ﬁhich 15_

the Germon of Misslon Bociety- . e A 5?-'1'; 5‘ ﬁl E.

i SIS Gt s T

CASTFLL LUTu.:tM CHURCH A e Wy e e

The Castell Lutheran Church was bagun bw a minister, Deitrich Rode, who
1ived at Cherry Springs and who cane “to Caatall onee a month end held 2
services in hemes, first in one and then gnother.i The first church was
built on the north side of the river in the Leininsen settlement. Frcm f-
these early churchea came the Lave Feaets 1n which familiea and loved onea‘
would ccmetogather .and eat. very frugﬂllg, if at all, and Five praise and
thnnks;ivings- = d -;,'”gu‘i ‘5; _ﬁ";;gjjg;, {'

Vo

—

In the, Iuthersn early day church, the pastor gmvo his prenchingjfree. N
In both ehurdhes, ‘the servicea wera orig;nnlly 1n Germnn? ‘and until the )
last decade or so, at least one service per dny was 13 Garﬁan. 2

Out of these ¢hurches sprang up prnyer groups fcr overy are; nnd men L

and women did not meot in the smma prawer grcup, qnd in church the men aat

s S TR

'on cne dde and the wemen the othor-;_i#;“ F ;W ”E;";:"-‘?"
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The religious and eccngmic livos of thesa peopla are 0 much a part or

—
s
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ench other that it would.be 1mpoasibla=to tdll nbout thc one withr‘t telling

nf tha other-
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Gharloa Pluenneke ﬁas the souree oi‘ r'olé.tiz'zg how his father, Conrad
Pluonnoko,‘a:well-loved oafly day ﬁotﬁodiat:mlnigtor,'and a wholo-oolon#
rebelled against Gormony and wero foroad to chooae betweon loaving the
country and being shot. Booause of the’ oiroumstanoos which prompted Eh&m
to leave and the time of thoir arrivul in ﬁhia'oountry, they were oallod
the "Forty=-elghters'. Othera in this .group who subaoquontly settled in
and around Castell wore the Lelfeste brothers, Peter Hasso, Emil qu!itz,
Gharlea Richter, and Justua Horbor.' ‘ 2

Krevitz, Pluenneke, and Fritz Laifoata fought 1n the United statea
Army in the war with Mexico immodiately after ooming to this oountry nnd

then came to Gastell. i
 Becouse the Bode family settled on Martin Creek, the place became
known as Bodeville. The ‘Bodes sold the plooo to ﬁilliam.Honig, but
it stilil carriea the same name. - AT o R Sy _
~The late Gharlos LehMborg Sr.,,a woll-known oattleman and trail
driver was the first person to settle on tho aouth aid& of the Llano River,
the town of Gnstcll having had its beginning with tho earlier settlamonts
on the North aido, several milas east of the present town, at Loiningon,
and.almost directly across the river ﬁhore the Leifostos locotod, a portion
of thls latter place now boing just across the Enson Gounty lineo 7*
. Lohmhorg came from Germany, and ran the first storo and postoffice |
on tho south slde of the r1VGr at a point about one mile down the rivor '

S

from tho present location. Bad & . 5%, f < o
A man by the name of Erovitz 1s aupnosed to’ have had the first postoffi
“on the north slde. Lehmberg travelod to kuatin 1n ox wagons for supplios |
for his store. A school was oomduotcd at ono timo 1n a room of his home,

Kravitz bought oattlo 1n tho Gastell and Llano oommunitioa and drove

them up the trail. On one oocasion, he was driving oattlo up the trail and
'as he was branding cattle up abova'Mnaon, 2 wlld horse kicked him iﬁ ﬁha_

o
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head, ultimataly causinr his deathe
Theodore Buecholtz came to caatell from Fredericksburg in 1881 and

bourht the Lehmberg stere, moving 1% up the river to the present place.

This store'was eventually sold to Dalchau and heyaér; and 1s still in

etistuncn tcday under the gwnerdhip of w*llard Dqlchau.
- The Llcane viver at Cnstell wé&ch 1s now snanﬂpd by a goed bridRe,

althons cthors hove washed away, was crossed 1n the eariy daye by fording

1% 1n wz7ons or or hepacback Juet below vhere the vresent bridpe is located.

Many oldtinere tcll of the bir rises theé haie seen iﬁ the river, un&'even th

.Founaer rcnﬁf:tfcnn ;eil r-member the awful'flocd-of 1935 vhen éll the

tinber og well ac the livestock and bridge wero wached AviaYe

The story le told about a2 Nre. Leifeste who had been vﬁaitiaﬂ cn the

(B

gouth glie of th:» river, and vhen she was ready te go home, the river was on

(1]

a risa, eng she was so homeglek that the help of friendly Indiong was asked,

9 LY z
and thuy Cadiioned = beat from o hollow tree trunk; two of the Indians swam

by the tact and puided her safeiy acrosss )
A blcelemitk: shop was ulways at Gnétéll._-ﬂuﬂtﬂv Bcguﬁcb oporated
ons on the. b nk of the river fer somé timé. Mnother eczrly dav blacksm;th
ghop cirkte milas'dcwn the river, wzs thut of Gotfried Bgder who cut the
trea fcr hls here vhile kis vife gathered sage grass for the rcof. He and
his-wife alss had the buslness of cheese-mnking, and he tock his choeses to
Galveston wnd Nouston to sell. |
‘Weerly all of these CGerman femilios were cn Fﬁd verge of stafvntion
for lack of mhney, while others-of meens cculd £ind nothing in the way of
food to buy. Wild gare and fich wers plentiful, but bread was a,great
pfoblcm. Gardoning was unknown. For e timo government troops were eampad

on the Llune River nerr' Gastell while eutting wild hay for their horses,

and the German families living elose gathered corn off the ground where the

bbhrses had becn fed and ground it for uge,



',.

A crude mill, deseribed as belongiug to Adam Schmidt, seems to be
typilcal of those of other aettiars---ﬁha contraption wna nailed to a trea,r
taking two pecdple to turn 1t. The 1ittle whoel did 1ta best but the meal -

. Wig Very coarse, ¥ g A f'vﬁ_'?;u' 3 -; e pln e :

In the firvt years of tha early Genman settlamunts, 1t was necessary to
travel to Indiunola for auppliaa, fivo or aiz wagona uaually made the
arddous trip together funmprotection, and it often took as long as three
months to get back home with' the mucheneeded suppliea. Two dags were
required for the trip each way between Castell and Fradaricksburg via ox
wagon over a rough and dangerous trail, on which Inﬂians were frequently

ancountorcd. ; o A el BT ' ) ¥

- o -y = \

After a store was established at Gaatell, aomn of the settlers mado a

living freighting supplies.

A typlcal description of life in the early days for some is this: the £

" father went off to split rails in order to earn money, 1eaving his family to

fhare as best they could on thelr maagar uupplies. IR ; 5 f," 2
One such case was the Badera and the Steelas. The women sgreed that

thoy would divide what 11ttle bread they had and then boﬁh of them would

. starve together, They gathered tender wegda and cooked them. Qn one .

occaslion Mrs, Bader became axtremaly 1il as oﬁe of-the weéds waé poisdnéﬁﬁ.
Families hurdprossed for cornmeal for mnking bread, often used their

-

limited funds to buy whiskey to trade wiﬁh tha aoldiars passing or camped
nearby for corn. i '.’ 5h G o,

Cdothes in thosa days ware of the aimpleat kind. The older rcsidents
felX that they wore sults of-deer skina. thy nn nldtimer related thnt
kpforr they were 12 or 15 before having a paar of real ahoes. Ludwig
Schneider was a ploneer cobbler in thesa parts, and Richter who had_been 8

an officer in the German army mado tho shoes often.
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The Ind:ans around the Gastcll area were at first friendly. Some
accounts relate the Indians vislted and oft 1coked into the llttle pickat—
fenced schcol devmn the river, and even exchanged pifts of food ond helped -
the settlors get cotnblined, and they wero aapecially helpful in getting
settlers across thc svollen rjver. I' _ , ’

Acecvnte hnve 4% that the aarly-dey minisP*rs vbuld'nﬂv“r Fave beea nﬁle
to get to the othor side 1£°1t had ;ot ﬁeen for *'0 Indrans. Th;s'friendlinés
is belleved to be due to the trnﬂty rade with then by Barcn John Nbusebach.

| The fxct that the7 went on thv w.rpath in later. years was attributcd
lto the trﬂ“tﬁent they recoived =t the hands of the wh*te setblers, 'The )
Inéians ¢ ma to ro«rnt the uﬂurp\tirw 8t thci} 1and hy the iﬂVadlng Gcrmans
and becrze on Ty when tbey bcgnn hurtin deer *nd other wild rm_e, vhileh they
thovecht belr-red ri; btful’v to thﬂm. ' ‘ o

Tre wh;tos and fricndlg Indions tyadhd.tog&%her for o tiﬁe. The latter
had blankets and trinticts which they would.tréde to the Gefmaqlrésidgnts,for
semething te aot. Troy wanted “Swects" more than énythin‘. The ﬁhiﬁés

bogen mistr <iins tho Indinns and bes ting them in trs deq, 8o the Indlaﬁa

.

went en tho v'““'th.

-

n rctn’d qtnrv abet & Christian Oestroich was that about 400 friendly

Indiang e¢:mpzd ne'r hig Homa and the sOUAWS pléy@d vith him, enc ene day in
ignor-neec fed hin rreon jecépé, and ﬁe hBCHvﬂ deutnly c~.’.u:=l<:. For buna taly,
the well='tmievm old picnc“r doctcr, Dr, HerfT of San Antonio, hapyened _'

-

to be compias with Boron .cusebnch anc gome otner German ncblonen, and ‘he
ﬁaited and éqéod ost“€lch life. | PR & LR - -t

| Cne of the dccds of an unfricndly Indian band in Castell was the . -
capture of Adolph Korn, who at the age of 12 was herding shﬂep for Aupust
Leiizé’ﬁdnd‘. The Indiaons kept him for six Ye'rs, and tradgd him to a white man

"It . . 4 R
for a barrecl of?cr"ckurs. Upon being located in a home on Beaver Creek, he

died .L'IEt o) tl--;-




The Story Of A

by Eoline Kowierschle : e

ALMOST ANYTHING needed in the-home or of the
found inside Castell Store: groceries, medicines, hardware,

linens, shoes, meal, electrical supplies, Jewelry! feed. At one ]

time a modern barber shop with hot and cold running water was
located an the Premises, and Willard Dalchau once operated a
phnlngraphy husiness there. Visitors (o the slore are interested
in the Samples of barbed wire collected by Chuck Dalchau,
Willard's son, which are displayed on the wall inside the store. .
And although names may change and owners come and go, one
thing remains as it always was, The people of Castell still go to
Castell Store tg get their mail, just like in the beginqlng.

w1
p

Country Landmark_ |

CASTELL LANDMARK -- The name of Dalchau has been assoclated with this old store building

. in Castell for about three-quarters of a century. Thig Summer Mr. and Mrs. Willard Dalchau
sold the building and stock to Mr. and Mrs, C.W. Goodwin of Huffman, Texas, The building,
which has heen through several changes of hands sinee having been built by Theodore Bucholz,
is now known as Castell Store. Willard Dalchau ig managing the store unij] the Goadwing move
Permanently to Castell, and, says author Eoline Kowlerschke, **if and when Willard is nol there

-any more, Castell will not be the same." But she adds, ‘‘We welcome the Goodwins and wish
them the greatest success. I'msureina few years hence we will be able (o say, 'Castell wouldn®|
be the same without the Goodwins," ", . .
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sThe Neutr
Louisiana Hi
sg CREEK. House Creek rises two miles northwest of (;np-
ras Cove in southwestern Coryell C_iounry (at 31°08" N, 97°54’ W)
and runs portheast for twelve miles to its mouth on gowhousc Creek,
fourteen miles south of Gatesville (at 31°15' N, 97°46" W). The stream
{raverses terrain that varies from steep slopes and benches to local r.f(e-
ressions, surfaced by shallow clay an.d sandy loams that support ju-
Ejpgr, Jive oak, mesquite, and grasses m‘th{: creel’s upper reaches and
water-tolerant hardwoods and conifers in its lower.

HOU

HOUSEMO . House Mountain stands eight miles south-
east of Castell in southwestern Llano County (at 30°36" N, 98%55" W)
[is sunmit, at an elevation of 1,828 feet above sea level, rises 530 feet
above nearby Hickory Creck, The mountain has a large cave, near
which many Indian artifacts have been recovered. Area topography
varies from flat to rolling to steep terrain, locally dissected and sur-
faced variously by sandy and clay loams and shallow and stony soils.
Vegetation consists primarily of open stands oflive oak and mesquite.

HOUSE MOUNTAIN BRANCH. House Mountain Branch rises
near the foat of House Mountain, 2% miles northwest of the town
of Prairie Mountain in southwestern Llano County (at 30%5 N,
g8%5’ W) and runs north for 3% miles to its mouth on Hickory
Creek, 6% miles southeast of Castell (at 30°38" N, 98°54’ W). It tra-
verses an area of the Llano basin characterized by flat terrain with
Jocal dissections and surfaced by soils ranging from sandy to clayey
loams. Open stands of live oak and mesquite grow in the area.

HOUSE MOUNTAINS, The House Mountains, also known as the
Housetop Mountains, area mountain range eighteen miles southeast
of Marathon in Brewster County (centered at 30°10" N, 102°56" W).
The range is four miles long and runs from the northwest to the
southeast. Its highest peak has an elevation of 5,460 feet above sea
level, rising 1,260 feet above ULS. Highway g0, 1% miles north. Soils in
the mountains are mostly deep, fine sandy loams that support hard-
wood forest, brush, and grasses. The mountains form a long, narrow
ridge, resembling the ridge of a roof, for which they were named.

HOUSEN BAYOU. Housen Bayou rises just west of Brenson in
western Sabine County (at31°21° N, 94°00" W) and runs southeast for
twenty-five miles to its mouth on the Toledo Bend Reservoir, four
miles southeast of Hemphill (at 31°18° N, 93°48’ W). The bayou tra-
verses nearly level to sloping terrain that is heavily wooded, with pine
trees predominating,

HOUSE SPARROW. The house sparrow or English sparrow (Passer
domesticus) is one of the most widespread and abundant birds in the
world and has been the subject of hundreds of studies. It occurs asan
associate of humans in all 254 counties of Texas. It was first intro-
duced into North America in 1850 at Brooklyn, New York, and ]. M.
Brown released two pairs at Galveston, Texas, in 1867 and made sub-
sequent releases at intervals until 1872z. Between 1880 and 1905 the
species spread rapidly throughout the state. Years of the first recorded
appearance of the house sparrow in selected cities and towns include
]eﬂ:e:son (1882), Houston (1884), San Saba (1886), Brownsville (1889),
Gamz_svi]]e and Waco (1892), San Angelo (1895), San Antonio (1896),
Kerrville (1897), Colorado City (1899), Uvalde and Cotulla {1500),
Langtry (1901), Texline and Canadian {1903), and Corpus Christi
(1905). Some authorities credit the rapid spread of the house sparrow
to roosting birds moving from one city to another in freight cars. Ad-
verse to this idea is the appearance of the species in Rocksprings in

ﬁ%;‘ ‘“éd in Mobectie in 1901; neither community was served by a
oad,

House SrAnnow

Selected biological data of the house sparrow include length, six
inches; wingspan, nine inches; weight, one ounce, Its call is a cheep,
chissis with various grating, twittering, or chirping notes. Its maxi-
mum speed of flight is thirty-three miles an hour. It usually spends
its entire life in'a very small area, but flocks may fly two to three miles
from their roosts to feeding sites in grainfields. Foraging flocks and
roosts sometimes contain several hundred birds. In some urban areas
of Texas, house sparrows may greatly outnumber all other species of
birds. Sexual display of house sparrows may begin as early as Febru-
ary and is followed by the building of nests in protected locations.
Nests are placed from eight to thirty feet above the ground. Preferred
sites are under the eaves of houses, in gutters, holes and crevices in
buildings, or in tree cavities. The nest is roofed over and has an en-
trance hole in the side. The outer layer consists of grass or straw and
the inner lining of softer materials, such as feathers, hair, string, fine
grasses, or paper. Nests are commeonly used year after year. House
sparrows are slightly territorial and will defend the area immediately
surrounding the nest. Egg laying begins during March and early April
and extends through the middle of August. One to six clutches of
eggs with one to six eggs a clutch may be laid. The eggs are incubated
for ten to sixteen days; both the male and female share this responsi-
bility. The young are naked when hatched but rapidly develop juve-
pile plumage and are fully feathered when they leave the nest, be-
tween the fifteenth and seventeenth days. The juvenile plumage is
replaced as a result of a molt that begins four to six weeks after fledg-
ing. Thereafter the plumage is renewed annually by 2 molt that begins
near the end of, or immediately following, the breeding season. The
height of molt in both juvenile and adult sparrows in northwestern
Texas occurs in September.

House sparrows are known to eat more than 830 different foods.
Although the diet consists of less than 4 percent animal food, the eat-
ing of various species of harmful insects is considered to be benefi-
cial. More insects are taken during the breeding season, when zhout
two-thirds of the diet of the nestlings may consist of animal material.
Plant foods eaten include cracked corn, oats, wheat, sorghums, bar-
ley, buckwheat, rice, millet, and seeds of such native plants as rag-
weed, crabgrass, smartweed, pigweed, amaranth, bristlegrass, witch-
grass, Johnson grass, annual bluegrass, chicloweed, and plantain,
Cultivated fruits are sporadically damaged by house sparrows, which
may also feed on buds, sprouts, and foliage of various fruit trees and
garden plants. The feeding habits of house sparrows are, in their to-
tality, considered to be detrimental to the interests of man.

More than forty species of ectoparasites, including mites, ticks,
lice, flies, and fleas, have been reported from North American house
sparrows. Sparrows are also susceptible to viral, bacterial, protozoan,
and fungal diseases as well as infection by flukes, tapeworms, and
roundworms. In Hale County, Texas, nestling house sparrows are in-
volved in the amplification of western encephalitis virus, which can
be passed to mosquitoes and then to humans.

Storms often kill large numbers of house sparrows. In October
1923 several hundred birds were killed by a hailstorm at Marfa. Preda-
tors on adult house sparrows include Cooper’s and sharp-shinned
hawlks, screech owls, northern shrikes, and house cats. Grackles and
fish crows are fond of the eggs and the young. The house wren and
starling are competitors for nest sites, and both are known to destroy
the eggs of the house sparrow. Although house sparrows suffer heavy
mortality in their first year of life, there are records of individuals liv-
ing to the age of eleven years in the wild and twelve years in captivity.
House sparrows were initially observed to be very aggressive toward
many species of native birds. Although this aggressive tendency is
now somewhat abated, house sparrows still compete for nests and

nest sites with such birds as martins, swallows, wrens, and bluebirds.
House sparrows were criginally protected in Texas by an 1883 law that
prohibited the killing of any “sparrow.” Theyarenot pratected today
and are generally considered to be a nuisance species that must occa-
sionally be controlled on a local basis. House sparrows can be readily
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gent to Tox e i",c; murchoge land for colenizabions Cther enrly fomillesg to
gotlle thers corc Baders, Honlgs, Schneiders, and of course obthers in later
youra,

o Cogtnelel 1z tho £attere of Chrighion Onstrelch, who ig sald to be -
the firoa it chdld born dn Tlone. Conabys He wra Dern inouat &, 1855 at
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to 1'.'0’.'11: it cvole Whan the choocse was I'?-.‘lde,, it wne tolen in 1-'-'11{"'(3'
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T The ocrly gottlomont of Cagtoll wos made, of courso, by Germon femillos. {
Thego Corman fomilips 1ifed frupelly and they spent doys of endless toll, ;
privaticns, hardships, and cven ot times, hunrer and noar storvation. Hapd

- viork becaiic thelr crceH. e

The nomes Loifeste, Oestreich; Honlp, Eoffman, Mlllor, Durst, Grobe, |
Jordnn, tanfo, Gécntclgc, Kouwlorschke, Obtto, Schnids, Schuessler, Bauorp,
Bgdor, Beyvor, Puechelz, Bode, Kassel, Denop, Sirk, Heltzor, Winkel, Holmip, |
and othore Levo been clogely ildentified with the Castbll soetion and esch famil:|
hos played an importont role In the building of the community.

Cnly a fow of the first dwellings are still stonding intact, but ouita

t
|
|
a few of the old hemestezds hoave beoen modornized and a doscendant 1*vcs in |

cach. lMany split roil cowpens st-nd, and also miles and miles af cqrefully
‘made roek foncese Thore are still a feu crubmling log houges around. Inside
the modern horics are much of the old=fophioned furniture, femily photorraphs,

moarriage aond baptismal certificates in ornate fromes, as well as other :

heirlooms and ontiqucs.
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Scime ¢f the older comers like Vastcrlings went back to Fredericksburg

and returned later. The land pronted to thenm ﬂaﬂ ollotted on the secticn.

et bk - or -

Single meh got 160 acres and married men rot 520 nercs. Iudwig Schnelder's
‘land grond %ﬁs on the Celerado Rivor close to Buchanan Dom, tut since he
did net went € llve so foar from his friends, he bourht four acres frnm the

Henry Vasterllaps ond rade that his hemes. The old Schneider homostead a
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fow milcs cast of Gapbell owned by tho Hendry Schneiders still stonds ond
is uged as a corn crib, . | }
The sibte of the first settlement north of Llenc River, three or four
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_milas east cof prosent caatcll 1g the Leininpgen Community, named for Count
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The Story Of A Country Landmark

by Eoline Kowierschke

ALMOST ANYTHING needed in the home or on the ranch can be
found inside Castell Slore: groceries, medicines, hardware,
linens, shoes, meat, elecirical supplies, jewelry. feed. At one
time a modern barber shop with hot and cold running water was
located on the premises, and Willard Dalchau ence operaled a
photography business there. Visitors to the store are interested
in the samples of barbed wire collecied by Chuck Dalchau,
Willard's son, which are displayed on the wall inside the store.
And although names may change and owners come and go, one
thing remains as it always was. The people of Castell still go to
(Castell Store {o pget their mail, just like in the beginning.
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CASTELL LANDMARK -- The name of Dalchau has been associated with this old store building
in Castell for about three-guarters of a century. This summer Mr. and Mrs. Willard Dalchau
sold the huilding and stock 1o Mr. and Mrs. C.W. Goodwin of Huffman, Texas. The building,
which has been through several changes of hands since having been built by Theodore Bucholz,
is now known as Castell Store. Willard Dalchau is managing the store until the Goodwins move
permanenfly to Castell, and, says author Eoline Kowierschke, *'if and when Willard is not there
any more, Castell will not be the same.’’ But she adds, ‘‘We welcome the Goodwins and wish
them the greatest success. I'msureina few years hence we will be able to say, *Castell wouldn't
be the same without the Goodwins.' '

EVETT
SENERAL
O MERCHANDISE

THE OLD BUILDING which houses the present Castell Store was built about 1898 by Theodore
Bucholz, who later sold it to William Hony., Hony operated the store for Several years and then
sold it to Mr, and Mrs. W.F. Dalchau and partners, Mr. and Mrs. Amzy Keyser. During this
period, it was known as the Dalchau and Keyser Store. When Keyser died, Dalchau hought his
- interest-and-the-store was then known as-NalehawStors. _Tater Dalchau's-son Willard went 1000w
par IFEFE:EE w(;ll'lh hishl'athm‘ and the name was changed to Dalchau and Son. After his pavents'2—">
death, ar ought their interesis and the na ey ale =

. g | me of the store reverted to Dalchau ﬁu:;%
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Methodists have met in Castell since 1852

By DaLe Fry
HicHLanp Lakes Newsrarers

From July 31 through Aug, 3, 1952,
Castell’s Trinity United Methodist Church
celebrated its centennial. Rev. Charles A.
Grote, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal
Church-South in Fredericksburg, conducted
the first protestant service in the Llano Valley
sometime in March, 1852 somewhere on the
north bank of the Llano River near the present
community of Castell. :

It was not until four years later, however,
in March, 1856, that Rev. Grote organized the
Methodist Episcopal (ME) Church with 65
members from the early settlers in the area,
who were mostly of German descent. Fifteen
years later, in 1871, after Rev. Grote was for-
mally appointed as pastor of the church, the
congregation built a2 combination parsonage
and church building to accommodate the
growing congregation. Grote served as pastor
until 1874.

Until 1871, Grote had served as a Ger-
man-Llano Circuit Methodist Pastor, along
with five other Methodist ministers, These
included Grote-1854 to 1858; C. Pluenneke-
1858 to 1859; August Engel-1859 to 1861;
J.A. Schaper-1861 to 1865; W.A. Knolle, As-
sistant-1865; and C. Pleunneke again-1865 to
1869.

The church structure took form in stages.

SmarF Proto ey Dawe Fay
Castell's Trinity United Methodist Church was renovated in 1951,

In 1880, the first part of the present building then, in 1891, the church installed a bell in the
rose under the pastorate of Rev. Jacob Kem;  belltower. Nine years later, in 1900, the congre-
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gation made a “T" addition to the building.

A year earlier, in 1899, the church sold
the 1871 parsonage and used to money to
buy a local residence on 50 acres of land to
serve as a better parsonage. Then, in 1908 the
church tore this structure down and erected the
present parsonape. Years later the congrega-
tion, along with the congregation of the First
United Methodist Church in Mason, raised
$45,000 and restored the parsonage, keeping
its quaint historical features.

In 1951, in preparation for the church’s
centennial in 1952, the congregation, under
the leadership of Pastor C.C. McKinney, thor-
oughly renovated the historical church build-
ing inside and out, then installed a new altar,
pulpit and pews.

Today, a visit to the church grounds
takes one back many years to the time of the
early German settlers in Llano County. Near
the church, the original old wooden tabemna-
cle constructed for services “out of doors” in
1915 is still there, and behind it lies the his-
torical wooden schoolhouse, The educational
building, built of lumber from the razed 1885
frame church at Hoersterville, is located also
near the church, Just beyond these structures
lies the Castell Cemetery on RR 2768, one of
the oldest in Llano County.

To get there, take RR 152 west of Llano
for 18 miles, turn left on RR 2768 and you’ll
see the church grounds in front of you.



TELL '"EM YOU SAW IT IN THE PICAYUNE

Castell hosts annual

By Lyn Odom

Twenty miles west of Llano on
Hwy. 152 sits a little community
called Castell. Established in 1847
by German “free thinkers,” Castell
remains loday as one of the last
frontiers of real freedom accord-
ing to its citizens, a population of
no more than 30 people..

Castell proper consists of a
general store, post office and the
Methodist Church. Still without
official government, Castell is a
simple, clean, quiet and peaceful
place.

Castell does, however, have a
community group and volunteer
fire department that sponsors an
annual fund-raising barbecue.
This year's event will begin at'4
p.m., with serving beginning at
6:30 p.m., Saturday, July 29,

For more than 30 years the

Jlittle community has been serv-

ing up a great barbecue dinner
prepared by local residents. Last
year, more than 800 plates were
served, There's no price per plate,
rather the feast is a "donation
appreciated” dinner. Monies col-
lected are used to support the fire
department.

The menu this vear will consist
of beef, pork and sausage accom-
panied by potato salad and slaw,
sliced vegetables, lruits, tea and
dessert. Last year, more than 50
different varieties of cake were
offered.

Tables and chairs will be set
up around the old Custell School
House which is currently being
renovated. The school was built
around 852 and also served as a
place of worship.

The town also installed three
historical markers recently. One
is commemorating the [7 Texas
Rangers buried there; the second
notes the history of Castell: and

JuLy 5, 2006

barbecue

The Castell school house, once
place of worship too, is currently
being restored by the residents
of the guiet little town. Courtesy
phota

the third is in honor of Castell vet-

erans who served in any war,
Bode Barker and his band will

be playing starting around 5 p.m.

g-t, ANDLAND WAS

ROGMS IN 1929.
U GRADES, 50 W
PLETE THEIR HIGH

Recenily installed, this marker in
Castell tells the history of the old
sehoal house. Courtesy photo

or 50, and music will play through-
out the evening.

To go plates will be available:
and everyone is invited 1o attend.




‘ Cacstell Roliyicus_bifo.

The relipgicus 1ife of the piloncers 1s as much a part of the settlemont
and is as sacred as nny of their family traditions ond heritage-.

M ny of the Cormaon emipgrants remained true to thelr Lutheran fﬂith, sOMo
werc Cabtholic, but meny tropsforred thelr faith to the Hethodigt Chuirchs
The first ocstablished chureh ot Cagbell was the liethodist. Thig clmrch
wag officinlly cstablished Hareh 8, 1856, by tho <lato Rev. Chorlos A. CGrobe,
who 1n 1852 begon malting trips from his Church at Frederickgburyg te the
sottlements alone the Llano Riv-r such ag Cagtell, Lower ond Upper VWilllow
Creck ond Beaver Creek, Services wore at firet held in homes or uader live
ook troese The firgt church bullding wvag built in 1871,

According to the acccunty by Pober lochling in hils "Relseskitze", a

Cherlio
ploneer by the name of/Jung precched to a small pgathering of people under a
treo and this wes the first religlous mecting of any kind.

The Llano circult was orgenized March 8, 1856, and church was held | =
under the Lelfceste Llveoosk tree untll 18Y1 when the peo le decided to build
a church. There were 63 menbers of the churche.

Three men donated ten acresg of lond on fhe goeuth slde of the river
for a church and parsconage. The plckets of which 1t was built were cut ;ﬁ
Fly Gap, about 14 miles north of Castell and hauled by ox temmus. The
fniandly Indlane often came and listened to services at this plcked church. 5

The church ﬁas eventually torn down, 50 acros of land was boupht and
uged for parsconage and church, and.peoplo's Sunday houses grew up and detted
the nrOPGrty---hausﬁs;of'péople who 1iﬁed too far awsy to po home between °
gorvices. Thig toc, wos changed; and thé prosent church which has also
boen properly remodeled ook 1te place. ’ :

: The meubers did not have meney-to rive for the church, but they pave

! génaroualy of thelr time ond labore. Hlaisters! sslarics were small. One

: rocord ghows thot the selpry waes 8 cach quartoer.
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Tho fipet pigelonsry scelety wae orpanized in thig gectlen. eoplo
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The Onetoll Lutheron Churdér wap bBegun by a nialsgter, Deolitrich Rcﬂo, whe
lived at Cherry Springs and vho cmie Go Costell énce o ronth and held
gorvices in homee, firct In one ond then nnothsr. The fivel c‘breh woe
built on bthe north glde of the river in the Lednlingen setilements Fronm
thees carly eburchen azie the Love Feaglts in vhich fomilies and loved ones
venld chnhtpret.or end oab. Vfrg.fThfﬁll?) i at 213, and Five preise and
thankea dving e § ' 7
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In the, luthercn oarly doy chusch, the pestor pave hisg preaching froce.
In both ehmrchcg, thc aé?vioen Vore eriginallj in Eernﬂn, ond untll the
lagh decade or so, b leasght cne service per day was in Gernan. |

Out of thege. churches gprongs up nvrayer rnuns for every areg and non
and wemen d:ld not moet in the same rrayer group, H--d in church the zen st
on cne wide ond the womuon th@ othowe 'Y

Thea Pﬁliﬁiﬁﬂﬂ and mcrngmie lives of these prorlﬂ ure 0o mieh o pert of

saeh othor thet % weuld be mpoeeihlﬁ te tell abeub tlw ene withe & telling
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of tha cthare ' d




Charles Pluecnncke was the souree of rolating how his father, Conrad
Plucnncke, a woll=loved ecarly duay lethodist miniétcr, and o whiole colony
robelled avainst Germany wund were forced to choose between leaviag the
country and boing shot. Bocause of w@hic circumstﬁnccs.which prompted them
fo leave ond the time of their arrivel in thls country, they wore called
the "Forty=-cighters'. Others in this group who subscquently seitled 1n
and around Castell were the Leifc: te brothers, Peber Hasse, Emil Kro¥ibz,
Charles Richter, and Jdustus Herber,

Krovitz, rluenncke, and Pritz Lolfeste fought in the United States
Army in the war with Noxico lmnediately af'ter coming to this country and
thon came te Castell.

Becausge the Bodo family setilea on Lartin Creck, the place became
known as Bodeville. The Bodes sold the place to William Honilg, bub
it stllil carriog the salle NaMmMe.

fho late Charles Lehmberg Sre, 2 well=known cattlemen and trail 5
driver was the first person to settle on the south side of the Llano Riv@ﬂfﬁmﬁ
the town of Cast¢ll haviang had 1ts beginning with the corlier mottlements
on the Worth side, several milesg ecast of tho—prcscﬁt tovm,; ot Lcininpcn,‘
and almost directbly across the river whore the Leifogton located, a portlon
of thig latter place now being just across the lason Couaby linc.

Lelmberg cawe from Germany, &nﬁ ran the first storc and postoffice
on the south sgide of the river at a polut about cne mile down the river
from the prcseﬁ% locatione

A man by the name of Krovitz is supposed to have had the firet postoffic
on the north slde. Lehmbefg troveled to Augtin in ox wagons for supplies

for his storce A school was conductecd at one time in & room of his home,

Krovitz bought cattle in the Castell and Llano commmnities and drove

them up the tr:il. On one ocoasion; he was drivine cattia'up the tr-il ond

|
as he was bronding cattle up above liason, a wild horse kicked him in the
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hend, ultimatoly C'.:h:.‘ ingr hig deathe
Thoodei?’c Bueccholtz came to Cagtell from Fredervicksburg in 1281 ond
bourht the Lehmberp stere, moving it up the river Lo the present nl SCCa
Thig store was evenbunlly sold %o Dalchaw and leyser, and is still in
e.‘.rtist:::c;‘: Goday under the ownepship of Willard Dalchaue.
The Tleno viver at Castell, whieh 1&g mow snatmed by a good bs’:-ar*e, :
althenrE cthare have wazhes "1‘.'.."“',_':', woe ercgsed in the eaprliy doys by fo rdlng
it g wagong ar or hedatbaek ingt below vk are the vrpoesont bHrider ig locabed,
Hany oldfinmeope toll of the bip rises they hhve seen in the viver, ond even the
youngon comsm-ticns well romerber the ayful floed of 1985 vhen all the
tinber ag wall as the livestock and hridee wore wasihed aways
The sgtory les told about o lve, Leifeste who had been vigitine on th
gonth gife of thd =iy *;.fe, nad vhen she wis recdy e go home, the river was on
& rieg, and she was =0 hemesick Ghet the holp of Triendly indiens wag asked,
and they fasioned 2 beat fror 2 hollew Gree trunkd twe of the Ilndlans swem’

by -the ozt snd puided her gafely scrosss

bloel emltl, shop wad slwayes at Ceetell. (fustnv Bemueeh operated

one on e Bonk of the river ' fer scue tlime, Anokther exyrly doy biluokemith
ghop ol bl Zileg down the river, was thet of Gotfried Bocer whe cul the

free for biis hieve while Els vife guthered sagd speoes for ithe roofs He and
hils wife sisy }ad the buslncss of cheege-moking, and he tork is choeses to
Galyeclion =nd louston to sell.
g ‘Wesrly all of Shese Corman femilier were cn the verge ol gtavyniican
for lack of" 1.".;:.11&}*, whilc othere of meane conld Pind aothing in the way of
food to buys ild save snd fich were pientiful, but brerd ws &, great
p‘:.:'c’blam. Gardoninge wes vnknowne For o time governmend ‘I;roqp_m Tere csm;}éd
on tha Llane River asccyr Gastcll vhile cubting wild hay for thein horeos,
‘and the Germaa femilies 1ivin: close gethercd corn off the pround where thé
Bbrses had boen foq ond ground it for usc,

-
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Corstell # 5

A ocrude 1ill, deseribed as belonpging to. Adom Schmidb,  seens to be
typlcal of those of cther sobtlers---the contrrptlon was nelled to a troo
toking twe people to turn ite The 1ittle wheel dlid itas begt but the meal
wOg VEry coarscs

Tn the first veors of the early German setilements, 1T wee necessary to
trovel to Indionola for suppliess five or six wogons usually made the
arddous trip together formprotection, ond it often tock ag long as fhrec
months te got back home with the much-needed supplicse Two days woro
roquired for the trip cach way between Cagtell ond F;edoricksburg via ox
wagon over a recugh and dengerous troll, ~n vhich Indians werec frocuently
oﬁcountorad. /

Aftor o storc weoe osboblished at Casbtell, some of the settlers made a
living freickhting supplies.

A typical doscripbion of life in tho carly doys for some ig this: the £
_fathor went of{ to split rails in order to carn money, 1onving.his fomily to
fharo as begt they could on thelr meager supplies. 3

One S&Gh.c&SB wag the Bﬁdors and tho Steelos. The women agreed that
they would divide what 1ittle broad they had and then both of thom would
starve together, - They ganthered tender woeds and cooked them. On one
occaaidn Mrs. Bader become oxbremely ill as one of the weeds was polsonouse

Fauiilies hardpressed for cornmeal for making brend, ofton uged their |
limited funds o buy whiskey to trade with the soldiars'pmssiﬁg or camped
nearby for corn. ;

Chothos in those doys were of the simplest kind. The older residents
£elk that they wore sults of doer skins. lany an oldtimor relaoted that
hmfzxn they were 12 uﬁ lﬁ_beforé having ﬁlpear'of roal Shqps;_ Du&wigl
Sahneiﬁer was & pioncer cobbler 1in thcée parts, and Richter who had been

an offieer in the Gorman army made the shoes oftone.



The Indinng erownd the Costel | aven were at firat frliandly, Some

aecounts relete the Indlaons vislted and oft lcolad into the 1ittle pickot=

<Y

fonced goheol down the river, and even exchanred sif'te of fond -nd helped

the petilors sot ostoblished, aznd they were 0°pu 1ally bhelpful in gobiing

gottlers ceross thks svolleon river.
1

Agecunte have 1% Hiof the oorly=d-y minlstors sould acver hove Boea eble

g get tio the obthor eide 10 1% bod net bBoen for e -Indlans. Thlg frtlendliness
i a b -5. evad o he dug © o the tPon 'h.-r e viteh then by Pore ) -_T{‘}T' 1) : T f‘i’:‘bf_'.c}l.
The Tret that Thery wenbk on the werpath In lateor yeurs woeg sbiritnted

to the tronbrent thoy meceived =% thy Tands of the white seblloda. e

Indians ewe 0 roacnt the wmrnoti-a 8F Hhai lapd by whe Iavediag Germens
and becsws anywy vhen they began hunting deer wnd clhor wild soiig, winleh they
thovcht bel-rod ?if?tfn]'r to thom. - R ™~

The vhitoe ond frlandly Indlisns fruded . tapother for o tiwe. The labter

\ : .

hiad bi’uﬂtﬁ:_r':f triztets which they wovld Trade o the Oernon pesidents for
serptbing &0 sbe Thoy wonbed "Sweosts” mere them enyiiin « 9he whites
begen mistr oiias the Indiens and beating them in trides;, s¢ the Indigag

went on the wernoths ' ’ ; n

ko il P " $u ” : O IR Y o e AN
A patold atory abovh Christion Depbreich wes thob ebenk 400 tirlendly

Indieng ecinsd pnote Bhle Hemo g e genawe nlayed with Bl wnd 056 pny-in

igaorsnce Ted hirx greon peezng, and he bocsse derdhly slol. Por buan Gely,

13

tho mcll1“'”{ﬁ oli plonger doctor, Dre HNerff of S Antonio, Fapponed
to be camplas fgﬁ;-ﬁ-rhh Yeoursehoch snd gome other Gorpan neblemen, and he
walted and ;ﬂfﬂd Oostrelokls 1475, : ‘

One of the deeds of an unfrlieadly Indlan baud in Gartell wes the T
capture of Adolph, Korn, who ot the age rf 12 was heprding sheep for Aupuct
Leﬁf@é‘t@mt ‘I‘hte Indleng kept bl for six yo re, end tes «ded hinm o a vhite wen

for a barrel nfy cruckorse Upon ucmg\, located in a home eﬂ Beave.:? Crock, he
i




