1882 Wild Shoot out
in downtown Liano
Coggins/Carter




Man slain on
downtown street, 1929
Callaway, L.C.
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By DaLE FrY
HicHLAND LAKES NEWSPAPERS

The date is Tuesday, Sept. 17, 1929. The
clock on the courthouse tower reads that
it’s almost 6:30 p.m., and most businesses
around the square have closed for the day,
yet a number of people are still on the down-
town streets.

One man, a plumber named L.C. Cal-
laway, is working late in the town’s newest
business establishment, a hotel slowly rising
called Granite City Hotel--later named Hotel

0.

Suddenly loud, angry voices penetrate the
peaceful atmosphere as two people, Callaway
and a young man named B.F. (Barney) El-
lison, grapplein a heated fight, making their
way, in the process, from inside the hotel to
the sidewalk. People on the streets are frozen
in their tracks, witnessing with shocked dis-
belief this rare public display before them.

Barney is grasping a 30-30 rifle and Cal-
laway is desperately trying to wrestle the
weapon from him. Within seconds Callaway
gains possession of the gun; then, as Barney
tries to get it back, the struggle takes them
back into the hotel and into a room on the
west side of the building where Callaway has
been working.

In the same instant, Barney’s father, D.K.
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Ellison, is seen running from his car toward
the hotel with a six-shooter in his hand. He
charges into the building and through the
open door of the side room and fires point
blank at Callaway, shooting him through the
ear, then turns and runs back toward the
street. Callaway immediately turns loose of
Barney’s gun and runs after D.K., who has
just exited the hotel. Callaway, on his heels,
bursts out of the building too. D.K. turns
around and, seeing that Callaway is not
dead, starts backing off the sidewalk.

But before Callaway can reach D.K., Bar-
ney runs up behind Callaway, aims his rifle
and pulls the trigger. The gun snaps. The
maddened Barney bashes Callaway over the
head with the butt of the rifle as Callaway
tries in vain to protect himself. Several shots
ring out in rapid succession, and the van-
quished victim sinks to the sidewalk, dead in
an instant.

Take to the woods

Two days later, on Sept. 19, the local
newspaper reported the sensational con-
frontation and added: “Evidently D.K. Ellison
shot (Callaway) through the head after he fell,
because Callaway’s forehead was badly pow-
der burnt, and D.K. was seen to fire two or
three (more) shots over the prostrated form

1929 ... see Page S5A

L.C. Callaway was murdered in 1929 on the sidewalk in front of th
Hotel, later named the Hotel Liano-

PHOTO BY DALE FRY
is building, the old Granite City
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