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Llano, Texas
Feb, 22, 19260

Recollections of outstanding events in

Z. A. Blodgett family, as written by Howard C. Blodgett, Llano, TaX.

Mr. Z, A, Blodgett was married to MMiss Anna Maria Carter
in Ft. YWorth, Texas Dec, 1820 Tach were former residents
of Fitz William, Ne& Hampshire. They moved to liarble TFalls
a short time later where I'r, “lodeett was employed at Granite
Tountain for several vears, Their first child, Carl Arthur
wasborn in Marble Falls in Jan, 1893, Soon after they moved
back to New, Hampshire, vhere lr, Blodgett went intothe granite
busi ness with his brother . E, During their stay there two
more childfenwere born, Howard Carter in Oct. 1895 and Bertha
Alice born in Sept. 1897,

From Fitz William, N. H, they moved to Llano, Texas, arriving
in Oct. or Nov. 1899 where he started the first granite
finishing plant int his section. He biilt and operatedthe first
granite polishing machine used here., It was run by water power
located atthe old water power mill on the suth bank of the
river where the nresent plant is. The old wooden dam te then
being used was afterward revnlaced with the present concrete one,

Mr, Blodgett had to use use sand to polish the granite
as temmered steel shot was notthen available,

Later he located near the railroad, where the present
Brown McKinney granite plant is located., Here he installed
boiler and s team engine withwhich to operate a later model
polishing machineand also here was installed the very Lvirst

air compressor, which introduced t hefirst pneumatic air powered

tools, for cutting inscriptions in granite,



Pare 2, Blodgett Family record,

"Then the Llano Volunte er Fire Dept. was organized at a
meeting held in the railroad freight depot office, he was elected
Llano's first Fire Chief, In 1215 he bought and operated a
granite quarry located 5 miles south of Pontotoc, Texas.

he operatedthisand his monumental business until retiring
in in 1925

The two story frame residence located atthe corner of
Birmingham Ave. & West Ellis st, was bilt in 1912 and is presently
occupied by Howard C. Blodgeet. The oldest son. C. A, Blodgett
resides in Dallas, Texas and the youngest and only girl iliss,

B, A. Boldgett resides in Fouston, Texas.

lirs, Blodgett took an active part in church work, Methodist
and was elected president of the Llano Culture Club,

The pranite pi polished colums ofthe “asonic building and
those atthe W. F, Gray biilding, each here in Llano is part of
the quality of workmanship Mr. Rlodgett put into hundreds of
monuments shipped to all parts of Texas and adjoing states.

mps, “lodgett mssed away in 1941 and ~r. Blodgett in 1944

C. A. Blodgettsaw service in the Army during Wdorld Yar 1 and

his braher H. “. saw s.rvice duringthe same conflict in the U, S, Nay

Navy



