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. S. Brownlee, M.D., and

Frank C. Rigler

HOUGHTON BR O WNLEE,
STATE SENATOR

Eldest child was Houghton
Brownlee, 1911 graduate of the
University of Texas Law School.

He was in the general prac-
tice of 1aw in Austin for several
years until he became chief at-
torney for the G.W. Littlefield
Estate. Littlefield had exten-
sive ranch holdings inthe Texas
Panhandle and New Mexico and
in 1883 moved to Austin. He
organized the American Na-
tional Bank in Austinin 1890 and
was its president until his death
in 1920. Littlefield is widely
known for his gifts to the Uni -
versity of Texas.

Houghton Brownleewas
elected to the Texas Senate
from the district whichincluded
Burnet County in 1932 and serv-
ed eight years. :

M.G. Bowden, in his well-
documented ‘‘History of Burnet
County’’, written in 1940 and
mentioned in the Greg Olds
Hill Country History article,
«“Colorado Dams Begun With
Private Money”’, in The High-
lander of Jure 10, 1971, gave
Senator Brownlee much of the
credit for reviving the con-
struction of the series of dams

i

HOUGHTON BROWNLEE, AUS-
TIN ATTORNEY AND STATE
SENATOR, -- eldest son of Dr.

CITe T IERetes PPN R > PTE

entrance indicates that Hough-
ton was a horse fancier, Thor-
oughbreds. It is understood he
played a bigrolein getting pari-
mutual betting on horse racing
legalized in Texas as arider on
a big appropriation bill during
the administration of Governor
Ross S. Sterling. This law was
repealed during the administra-
tion of Governor James V. All-
red.

In 1916 he married Miss
Nunie Curtis of Roanoke, Vir-
ginia, and they had five child-
ren: Caroline, Mary, Hough-
ton Jr., Curtis and Joseph.

Caroline is married to Thad
Hutcheson of Houston, who was
a Naval officer in World War II.

Mary is married to Norman
Barker of Austin, where they
live on Gaston Avenue.

Houghton is a lawyer in the
Texas Attorney General’s Of-
fice and married the former
Miss Catherine Houston of Aus-
tin, where they, too, live.

Curtis, who is an engineer,
married Robbie Dell Denny of
Wichita Falls; they live in Okla-
homa City. 2

Joseph was accidently killed
at the ranch when he was about
seven years old.

Houghton Brownlee Sr. and
his wife and little Joe are buried
in the Burnet Cemetery in the
same plot as are Dr. and Mrs.
J.S. Brownlee.

HANSFORD WAS PHYSICIAN
IN BURNET AND AUSTIN

C. Hansford Brownlee (known
to his friends as ‘‘Happy’’ or
*‘Hap’’) was graduated from
the Medical School of the Uni-
versity of Texas at Galveston
in 1912 and interned at the
Austin State Hospital.

Later, he was appointed Tex-
as Hookworm Commissioner
and after serving two years de-
cided to go intoprivate practice
in Burnet.

When World War I began, he .

volunteered for the medical
branch, was commissioned and
stationed at Camp Foggia, Italy,
and at a field hospital near
Paris, France.

While at Camp Foggia, he
was called one morning to exa-
mine an officer who had been
injured in an airplane accident.
It was a surprise to both, asthe
officer was a Burnet friend,

- First Lt. Harry BowmanMoses.

Neither had knownof the other’s
presence at this large air base
near the Italian- Austrian front.

F i Iy
FLORENCE ‘

HAS HA
INTFRESTING T
' ‘larence Brownlee was grad-
u:tegl from _Burnet High Sgc’l.mol
Mittiee Dsprmg of 1908 (Miss

epew made h -
uation dress). B
.She entered the University

trJ:“:I‘e)Sas that fall and after her
% er's death in February of

MRS. LOUIS SCOTT WILKER-
SON -: is the former Florence
Benson,” daughter of Walter S.
Benson Sr. and the former

rence Brownlee.
Elorence of Roanoke, Virginia.

titles.

(There are geography books,
the €o-author of one being M.G.
Bowden, of Trinity University
in San Antonio, who wrote ‘‘The
History of Burnet County’” as
his master’s degree thesis in
1940. At the time he wrote the
geography book, Dr. Bowden
was principal at Casis School
in Austin.)

A few years after Mr. Ben-
4 son’s death in 1964, Mrs. Ben-
- son moved to an apartment at
her daughter’s home in Austin.
She is the only surviving child
of Dr. J.S. and Mrs. Brownlee.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter S.
Benson had two children: Wal-
ter Jr., who now heads the pub-
¢ lishing firm (after service in
| ,-the Air Force in World War II

tand a number of years as an
electrical engineer with West-

P SN

WALTER S. BENSON JR., -- now
lishing company' in Austin, at left

head of the educaub'm b
now a Burnet County rancher. =

» and buddy, p,
The picture wa’s t&kn:;da?:‘gﬁ

in 1936. The dog is Walter’s ““Tip’.

B
b

MRS. HOUGHTON BROWNLEE, SR.,

Amcah

inghouse). His wife isthe form-
er Miss Frances Boltonof Jack-
sonville, Texas.

Daughter Florence is mar-
ried to Louis Scott Wilkerson.
an Austin attorney, who was in
the legal branch during World
War II.

MAY BELLE'S HUSBAND WAS
BUCHANAN DAM ENGINEER

The fourth child of Dr. and
Mrs. J.S. Brownlee, May Belle,
was graduated from Austin High
School in 1916.

She also attended the Univer- .
sity of Texas and after gradua- *

tion with the B.A. degree taught
school two years, one at Mt.
Pleasant, Texas, and one at
Weatherford, Texas.

In 1924 she was married to
Sam 0. Miller of El Paso, a .
World War I naval veteranwho, *

as anelectrical engineer, work- °

v

-

-- the former Nunie Curtis

Section C

The Highlandes
November 23, 1972

ed with the chief engineer in
the construction and outfitting
of Buchanan Dam in Burnet and
Llano Counties in the 1930’s.

May Belle died in 1959 and
also is buried in the Burnet
Cemetery. i -

The Millers hadtwo children:

Sam O. Miller Jr. of Houston,
an engineer with the Herman
Brown Construction Company,
for whom he spent two years in
Holland and Spain after he re-
turned from World War II.

May Diane. who was married
to Watt Harris of Austinin 1963 .
and who at present also is the
director of the Elisabet Ney
Museum in Austin.

There are 22 great-grand-

@ children of Dr. and Mrs. J.S.

Brownlee.

SAM O. MILLER JR., -- engi-

pneer in Houston. His mother
was the former May Belle

' Brownlee. -

~ -






